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I know not to whom the following pages can
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I trust I may also be permitted to avail myself of
this opportunity to record my respect for your conduct as
a servant of the public, and my affectionate esteem for

your character as a man.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN WOOD.
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PREFACE.

Tre following pages embody a slight sketch of my
journeyings whilst employed under Sir Alexander
Burnes on his late mission to Afghanistan. It may
be therefore superfluous to add, that the doings of
this mission and the events to which it has given
rise have no part in this Personal Narrative. As
the nature of my duties led me over ground hither-
to but little visited by Europeans, it occurred to the
liberal-minded officer at the head of the mission
that a brief account of my wanderings might not
be unacceptable to the public. On this suggestion
I have acted, and rough notes written on the spot
are here filed at the ends and twined into the Nar-
rative form.

The Afghan character has been fairly drawn and
their country well described by the Hon. Mount-
stuart Elphinstone, Forster, Conolly, and Burnes.
If information on these subjects be sought, recourse



vi PREFACE.

must be had to their valuable works. To Kunduz
and the Uzbeks the same observation applies, since
both have been dealt with by Dr. Lord in a clever
paper published in India, and highly lauded by the
press in that country. Of the new ground gone
over I have only to remark, that it was travelled at
a season of the year when snow lay everywhere;
that its few inhabitants were scattered over a wide
extent of poor, cold, unpromising country; and
being chiefly Mohamedans, differed little in their
manners and customs from their brethren of the
same creed in nations better known to the reader.

The Map of the upper valley of the Oxus will
be found on comparison to differ considerably from
any now extant; but that of the Indus, save in the
latitudes of places lying to the north of Mittunkote,
I have not found it necessary to alter but in a very
modified degree.

An official report on the navigation of the latter
river, an interesting subject both in a political and
commercial view, I wished to give in an appendix,
but have been disappointed by no copy of the paper
having reached this country. The fear of extend-
ing the Narrative into a second volume has pre-
vented the insertion of vocabularies of the dialects
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spoken among the mountain tribes to the north of
Hindu Kosh. The same dread has deterred me
from giving more details of the various countries
visited, which considerateness will, I doubt not, be

appreciated by the reader.
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INTRODUCTION.

Since Lieutenant (now Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Alex-
ander) Burnes’ voyage up the Indus to Lahore, in
1830, the Indian government has never relaxed
its efforts to procure the fullest details of that
stream and the adjacent countries. The informa-
tion collated by that officer led to negotiations with
every potentate who possessed a river-frontage be-
tween Lahore and the sea; the enlightened object
of which was to confer a boon on Asia, by per-
mitting commerce again to circulate through an
artery which barbarism had closed. This desirable
arrangement was effected by treaty in April, 1832,
It was further necessary to have the sea-board of
Sind surveyed ; but the expediency of this was not
at first apparent to its suspicious rulers; nor was
the point conceded until the close of 1835. This
survey was no easy task ; and for the excellent map
of the ¢ Mouths of the Indus” which government
now possesses, it is indebted to Lieutenant Carless,
of the Indian Navy, whose talents as a surveyor are
of no ordinary class. Agha Mohamed Rahim, a
Persian merchant of Bombay, was the first to take
advantage of the opening of the Indus for the pur-
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poses of trade; and with a view of outstripping all
competitors, and reaping largely of the profits which
might be expected in this new field of commercial
enterprise, he had purchased, and was now about to
despatch, a steamer for the river. At the owner’s
request, and with permission of the government, I
took command of this vessel ; and on Saturday, the
31st October, 1835, Dr. Heddle and myself had
the proud satisfaction of unfurling our country’s
flag on the Indus from the first steam-boat that
ever floated upon its celebrated waters.*

In February, 1836, the steamer returned to
Bombay, whilst I was ordered to remain on the
Indus, to ascertain its periodical rise, to note the
spread of its inundation, and to record such other
phenomena as might hereafter be useful to its navi-
gation. Towards the end of autumn I went down
to the mouth of the river to examine whether its
channels had been altered by the late floods. There,
among the inundated rice-fields, in the most
noxious season of the year, my health gave way
before the climate, and I was seized with a fearful
dysentery, without the power of obtaining medical
advice, or even medicine, until I reached Mandavi ;
but a sound constitution enabled me to bear up
against the disease. As soon as I was convalescent
I started for Bombay, where on my arrival I found
Captain Burnes engaged in preparing the com-

* The boat was named after the river, and was only of ten-
horse power.
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mercial mission which he had been nominated
by the Governor-General to conduct into Afghan-
istan by the river Indus; and on the 9th No-
vember I had the honour of being appointed by
Sir Robert Grant’s government an assistant to this
mission, as was also Lieutenant Leech, of the Bom-
bay Engineers.

At midnight on Saturday the 26th of November,
1836, the mission left the harbour of Bombay for
Kach’h. The coasting craft of India have been
often described; learned essays have been written
to prove the antiquity of their form, and moody
chapters devoted to the details of their wretched
accommodations. Yet, rough as they unquestion-
ably are, I prefer the open hold of a Kach’h
kotiah, for an along-shore voyage, to the wains-
coted sleeping-berth of the most crack channel
steamer, the splendid decorations of which but ill
compensate for its heated and oppressive atmo-
sphere.

On making the land of Kattiwar we ran along
its coast, sighting in succession Diu, Somnat’h,
and Jaggut, all places of renown in the varied an-
nals of Hindustan, but contributing more to her
shame than glory. The name of the first is asso-
ciated with the gallant daring of the Portuguese
in the early ages of maritime discovery, when the
spirit of enterprise kindled by Prince Henry, from
his quiet retreat at Sagres, girt Africa and the East
with a chain of forts extending from the Straits of

B2
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Gibraltar to Canton. The piety of the Catholic
navigator is evidenced by the names he: bestowed
on newly-discovered lands; but how far removed
from Christian charity has the conduct of Spain
and Portugal been towards the realms they con-
quered both in the Old World and the New! ¢ As
ye sow, so shall ye reap.” If we cast a glance
across the wide Atlantic, what fair district of the
magnificent countries ceded to the first of these
powers by mother Church now yields obedience to
Spain ?—Not one. What then has she gained by
the wise behest of the pontiff Alexander VI.?—
Nothing but poverty and shame—the result of a
sordid, grasping, short-sighted policy, which by
monopolies shackled legitimate commerce, to the
gain of the few, but to the great injury of the
many; while, in return for the wealth drained at
the price of blood from the aborigines, the mother-
country made her colonies no remuneration. Let
Britain beware, lest the fate of that once powerful
but now degraded nation be her own. She too
has been intrusted with many talents, and the
day will come when she must answer for their use.
History, sacred and profane, modern as well as
ancient, shows that the crimes of a nation never
escape punishment, and that its only safeguard is
in the freedom and religion of its people. “ We
must not do evil that good may come” is a golden
maxim too often reversed in the affairs of a state;
but this, in the government of nations, as in pri-
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vate life, cannot be done without blemishing the
scutcheons of the guilty.

It would be an arrangement fraught with great
good to India, could the European powers possessing
territories in Hindustan be induced to concede, for
an equivalent, the sovereignty of those districts to
Great Britain. It is not the influence exercised
in such isolated spots, nor is it the sight of a foreign
flag waving in juxtaposition to our own, that makes
this arrangement desirable. But in these days,
when India is acknowledged to be at least one of
the many anchors of Old England,—when measures
are in progress to augment her weal by turning
to her shores the millions annually sunk in Ame-
rica,—the internal polity of our Eastern empire
more than ever demands the thoughtful attention
of the legislature. The decision of parliament on
the Colonial Passengers’ Bill, alias the Cooly-
trade, will be of serious importance to British
India ; for while foreign powers possess a footing
there it will be easy for the crafty to evade the most
searching enactments that a humane government
can devise for the protection of its subjects.

Somnat'h is well known to all acquainted with-
the history of Hindustan as the place where
¢ Mahmud the Destroyer” smote the celebrated -
Hindd idol, and from which he carried off the
sandle-wood gates to Ghizni in Afghanistan.

Jaggut is a temple of great reputed sanctity, to
which pilgrims resort from furthest India. As
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vouchers for having been here, it is customary for
the impression of a rupee or other coin to be
branded on both arms, a little below the shoulders,
for imprinting which the Brahmins receive a fee.
The principal temple is dedicated to Krishna, and
the smaller ones are sacred to Runchoorjee and
Goomtee, gods of the Hindfi pantheon. Our boat
sailed past within a few hundred yards of the shore,
and the edifice, from each spire of which a white
triangular flag was waving, had a stately appear-
ance. When passing Jaggut on a former occasion,
in the Indus steamer, our Hindui armourer, as a
propitiatory offering, took the rings from his fingers
and ears and committed them to the deep. He
was a poor man, he said, but, had his wealth been
thousands of lacs of rupees, he would willingly
have sacrificed it all at the shrine of his god.

To facilitate the examination of the Indus, the
government of Bombay, at the suggestion of Sir
Charles Malcolm, Superintendent of the Indian
Navy, had caused a six-oared cutter and punt* to be
built, on a plan that promised to be useful in such a
river as the Indus was then understood to be. The
first, on subsequent trial, answered admirably; but
the last, from the fineness of her lines, was never of
much use upon the river. On reaching Mandavi,
the seaport of Kach’h, crews were procured for these
vessels, and the few days we remained there were

* A small boat sharp at both ends.
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occupied by me in fitting them for service and
rating our chronometers.

After quitting Mandavi, and as we neared the
Sind coast, Captain Burnes gave out written in-
structions to Lieutenant Leech and myself.

The following is a copy of those addressed to

me ;—

At Sea, 12th December, 1886.
Siz,

As we have now embarked in prosecution of the
mission to the Indus, I do myself the honour to note, for
your observation and guidance, those points to which it
is intended that you should specially direct your at-
tention.

2. You are aware that one of the objects of this ex-
pedition is to ascend the Indus, from its mouth to Attok,
that a more perfect knowledge of the river may be pro-
cured, as well for the purposes of commerce as of war;
and this important examination I am instructed by the
government of India to intrust entirely to you. In doing
so I am sure that the experience which you have acquired
by nearly a year’s residence on the banks of the Indus,
added to your professional skill and well-known assiduity,
will be certain to secure the accomplishment of every
object contemplated by the Governor-General in Council.

3. It is unnecessary for me to state, in detail, the parti-
cular nature of your duties; but, besides the minutest
inquiry into the state of the Indus as a navigable river,
it will be expected, from the efficient supply of time-
keepers and surveying instruments, that the latitudes and
longitudes throughout should be carefully fixed; and, in
this part of your duties, I have instructed Lieutenant
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Leech, of the Engineers, to associate himself with you,
and give you all aid and assistance in your observations.

4. The instructions which I have received from the
government of India draw my attention “ to the facility
which the country in the neighbourhood of the river
affords for the supply of coal, as a most important point,”
which I also beg you will keep in view. In addition to
this, it would be desirable for you to note everywhere the
nature of the wooden fuel procurable on the banks, or
within an available distance ; the quantity and quality of
it; what descriptions of it are best adapted to the use of
steam-boats ; and finally to give the result of your inquiry,
that, if coal were not procurable in the valley of the Indus,
steamers might rely upon the wooden fuel procurable on
it, or, if not, what means present themselves to you of
obviating this inconvenience.

5. Engaged as you now are on a duty which is not alto-
gether free from risk, whether by accidents on the river
or otherwise, it appears to me exceedingly desirable that
you should embrace every opportunity of transmitting
your notes and observations, particularly your longitudes,
latitudes, and measurements of the river, to some safe
place of keeping; and none occurs to me more suited to
the purpose than the office of Sir Charles Malcolm, the
Superintendent of the Indian Navy, where they will be
preserved with care, and no public use made of them till
your return. In the event of losing any of your notes, you
will thus have an opportunity of replacing them.

6. In the foregoing paragraphs I have confined my-
self to sketching out the general nature of your duties,
but you will, of course, note particularly the breadth and
depth of the stream, the strength of its current, the
means of crossing it by boats, the number which may be
found on it and its canals, &c. &c.; but besides these there
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are many subjects of interest in a, country that is in part
so little explored, to which you might direct your atten-
tion with advantage. Your own turn of mind can only
suggest such inquiries to you; and while we perform the
duty which has been intrusted to us, it is still to be borne
in mind that we have it in our power to combine, with the
correct discharge of that duty, the advancement of general
knowledge.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
A1rex. BurNEs,
On a Mission to Sind, &c.

To Lieut. John Wood, Indian Navy,
Assistant to a Mission proceeding
to the Indus.
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CHAPTER I

Embarkation on the Indus —Seaports of Sind—A Dutch gun-
brig— Changes in the course of the Indus— Present to the
Amirs —Pir Putta—Site and Shrine—T hat’hah—Manufac-
tures— Antiquity— Falling banke—Fishing on Kinjor Lake—
Sonda —Aspect of the country—aAlligators—Alligator feast—
Beluches —Arabs —A shooting-match —Jerk —Arts in Sind
— Haiderdbdd Mausoléa — Lakkat — Shooting — Hawking—
Archery.

THE depressed shore of Sind offers no remarkable
object to the mariner’s eye. The coast-line is sub-
merged at spring-tides, when the delta of the Indus
resembles a low champagne tract of verdure, with
tufts of mangrove dotted along its seaward edge;
and the approach to the embouchure of this far-
famed stream has a dreary and unpromising aspect.
Entering by the Hajdmari mouth, we wound up its
tortuous channel to Bander-Vikkar on Saturday the
17th of December, and there exchanged our sea-
going boats for the Sindian dindi, or river craft.
Sind has two ports, Vikkar and Kérachi. The
former, situated on the river, is used only for the
export of rice, the staple of Lower Sind; while in
the latter, lying just without the delta, centres
the foreign trade of the country. It is plain to
all who are conversant with nautical affairs that
Karachi is the only safe seaport for the valley of
the Indus. When the season is favourable the mer-




Cmr. L) THE RIVER OXUS. 11

chant may indeed send his goods direct to the
mouth of the Indus; but everything here is sub-
ject to such constant change—the weather, the
depth of water, the channels, and the very em-
bouchure itself—that this voyage, even in February,
is not without its hazards. As the danger is more
in approaching the river than in quitting it, the ex-
ports may, in November, December, and January,
be sent direct from its mouth; but all imports
should go to Kérachi, which affords the only safe
anchorage during the other nine months of the
year. :

After a short stay at Vikkar permission arrived
from Haider-&bad for the mission to ascend the
Indus, when, threading the upward portion of the
Hajdmari, we entered upon the main stream at the
village of Siyahan.

In the neighbourhood of Vikkar is the imbedded
hull of a Dutch brig-of-war, pierced for fourteen
guns, affording proof, if any were wanting, of the
ever-changing course of the Indus. It is vain in
the delta of such a river to identify existing local-
ities with descriptions handed down to us by the
historians of Alexander the Great. The whole
country from Kach’h to Karachi is alluvial, and
none of its spontaneous productions, the tamerisk-
tree for instance, exhibit the growth of a century.
Higher up the course of the river, where its chan-
nels are more permanent, this tree attains to a large
size, and this never being the case in the delta, our
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conclusion would appear legitimate, the soil at both
places being the same.

Could the northern apex of the delta be as easily
fixed as its triangular sides can be defined, we
might then venture to speculate on the probability
of Alexander having visited Kach’h or Gujerat.
Burnes has, I think, shown that the mouth by which
the Grecian fleet left the Indus was the modern
Piti. The * dangerous rock ” of Nearchus com-
pletely identifies the spot; and as it is still in
existence, without any other within a circle of
many miles, we can wish for no stronger evidence.
But I must own that, though both tradition and
formation attest the Run of Kach’h as having in
former years been an inland sea, I should, consi-
dering the short detention of the fleet at Pattala,
be more inclined to look for the lake of Alex-
ander’s historian within the limits of the modern
delta of the Indus than to appropriate the Run
for its site. Dunds, or large sheets of stagnant
water, formed by the annual rise of the river, still
exist on the line of the Pinyari. These abound
in fish of a large size; and, though differing from
marine species, the Greeks who state their identity
may here be supposed, without impugning Arrian’s
veracity, to have come to this conclusion more from
the large size of the fish in the lake than from a
very minute examination of their varieties. Sup-
posing then the Pinyari to have been the eastern
arm of the delta in the days of the Greeks, we
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should fix the site of Pattala where now stands the
modern town of Jerk. But, as before observed,
the absence of tangible localities involves us in a
maze of doubt ; and hence our deductions are oftener
the result of fancy than sound inference.

The old Dutch-built vessel mentioned above
affords negative evidence that the mouths of the
Indus in her day were not more accessible than at
present. She is built for shoal waters, as her sail-
ing draft could never have much exceeded six
feet. Her construction, like the ¢ galliot,” is
round-sided, flat-floored, with little depth of hold—
all qualities adapted to shallow seas. Her length
is seventy-one feet and her width of beam twenty-
five. The port-sills are now about two feet and a
half above the ground, and the nearest stream (the
Siya’han) is distant 200 yards from the wreck.
From 300 to 400 rounds of shot and shell, together
with twenty musket-barrels and some pieces of
brass and iron ordnance, were disinterred from her
after-hold. The shot was of every calibre, from
an ounce ball to a 12-pounder; and along with
other rusty articles was forwarded to Haider-abad
for the satisfaction of that court. The Amirs, we
may well imagine, were better satisfied with this
present than with a somewhat similar one since
made them from Kérachi, when some 32-pound
shot were lodged by H. M. ship * Wellesley” i
the walls of its castle.

We have tolerable evidence that the Indus has
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never been more or less navigable than we now
find it to be. Tavernier, nearly two centuries ago,
said, “ At present the commerce of T’hat’hah,
which was formerly great, is much diminished, as
the mouth of the river is always getting worse,
and the sand, by increasing, scarcely gives room
for a passage.” Again, Captain Hamilton, who
speaks very favourably of the Indus, marched, in
the year 1699, with a caravan from Lari-bander to
T’hat’hah, so that in his time there was a portage
the same as at present; and we are thus war-
ranted in concluding that the navigable capabilities
of the stream were then not greater than they now
are. And lastly, Mr. Crow, a very accurate ob-
server, who, at the close of last century, was the
East India Company’s agent at T’bat’hah, thus
writes :—* The Indus, as a river, has few merits,
except its periodical swell; its stream is foul and
muddy, and so full of shoals and shifting sands, that
flat boats only are safe, and scarcely any others
used.”

Every one who has written of Sind mentions the
gross ignorance and timidity of her people; and
last year at this place my introduction to them
was marked by an occurrence somewhat confirma-
tory of this opinion. When the little steamer I
then commanded entered the river, she was boarded
by a deputation, headed by the Nawab* of Vikkar.

* Governor.
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On their taking leave, some of the party would,
contrary to advice, persist in crowding into the
ship’s punt. Pushing off from the vessel, the little
boat heeled to one side, on which half a dozen
frightened Sindis ran to the other; and the boat, as
we all expected, turned keel-up, and swamped the
deputation. Fortunately there was little current,
and, the firm bank being at hand, no lives were lost.

The deltas of large rivers (the Nile excepted)
are usually too monofonous to interest the eye.
In the Indus, after passing the belt of mangrove
that margins the sea-coast, and ramifies wherever
the water is brackish, we meet with the tamerisk
and reedy-grass,* varied occasionally with a soli-
tary Parkinsonia,{ which here, like the cocoa-nut
palm on the coast of Africa, denotes the near
neighbourhood of man,

When opposite to Pir Putta we rode over and
visited this ziarat.{ The hill upon which the
buildings stand is of crescent shape, and from its

* This gigantic grass attains the height of twelve and eighteen
feet, and is often 8o dense on the banks of the river that it is diffi-
cult to force a path through it. It is most luxuriant between
B’hkur and Mittun-kote. The plant has a graceful stalk, often
three-eighths of an inch in diameter, from the top of which droope
a fringe resembling a feather. The Sindian name is Cnd. The
stalk is jointed like the bamboo, but one-third of its whole length,
measguring from the top, is continuous. This portion is called
teli, and used in the construction of baskets, while of the other
part a useful description of mat is fabricated, known by the name
of keri.

+ Parkinsonia Aculea. 1 Place of pilgrimage.
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northern brow you look down on a sheet of water
in the stagnant Bagar, once a principal branch,
but now a deserted bed, of the Indus. A ruin rises
from the other horn of the crescent, while the
space between contains the tombs of holy men.
The elevated site of Pir Putta, and  the beautiful
white stucco with which its walls are covered, ren-
der it a remarkable object amid the dead flats of
the delta; and it is discerned from the river long
before you come abreast of the shrine. The saint
who is here interred is said to have been contem-
porary with Saadi, the Persian poet, who flourished
in the thirteenth century of our era. Pilgrims,
while here, are supported by the chief of the dis-
trict, who has stored up for their consumption large
quantities of grain and ghi.* It is customary for
strangers to contribute to this fund, and likewise
to bestow some gift on the shrine. We gave alms
to the poor, but were not permitted to take leave
without being reminded that something was due
to the tomb itself. Sind abounds in the remains
of saints, and her morals are corrupted and her
wealth dissipated by their depraved followers. This
shrine is, next to that of Lal Shah-baz, at Sihwan,
the most revered in the country.

The hills on which Pir Putta stands are of the
limestone formation, with which a shelly deposit is
largely incorporated. They rise about two miles

® Clarified butter.



Cuar. L THE RIVER OXUS. 17

south of the temple, take a northerly direction, dip
under the bed of the Bagér, and reappear on the
other side of the Mukali hills, by which name
they are known at T’hat’hah. Three and a half
miles north-north-west of the town the range ter-
minates; its general direction being about north-
by-east, and south-by-west. The hills are tabu-
lar, but often disconnected, and their greatest ele-
vation, I should think, under 100 feet. Their sur-
face is barren of vegetation, if we except the milk-
bush* and peld tree.t

T’hat’hah is a place interesting to modern geo-
graphers, from its being the supposed site of the
Grecian Pattala; but is better known in Hindustan
by the fine productions of her looms. The town
lies at the foot of the Mukali hills, in the alluvial
valley of the river, and three miles distant from its
stream. The mounds of rubbish upon which the
houses are piled slightly raise its site above the
level of the valley. In the season of inundation
its environs abound in swamps, and after heavy
rain pools of stagnant water are numerous, both
within the city and in its suburbs. Good dwell-
ings are scarce; and, from the very perishable
materials of which most of them are constructed,
there is considerable trouble in keeping them in
repair. A heavy shower of rain, by shedding
their mud-plaster, disfigures the outside of a house

* A species of euphorbia. 1 Salvadora Persica.
C
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that may yet be comfortable within, and gives
an appearance of poverty where it may not really
exist. Still, making a fair deduction for defec-
tive architecture, and the squalid habits of Sindis,
the present state of T"hat’hah is the reverse of pros-
perous, while her inhabitants wear that blanched
sickly hue, the faithful index of an unhealthy
clime. In the summer of 1836 I had ample rea-
son to denounce this place as an unhealthy locality ;
an opinion which the sickness of our troops can-
toned there during the year 1839 has unhappily
verified.*

The manufacture for which this town has ac-
quired some commercial celebrity in the East is
the lungi, a rich fabrication of silk, cotton, and
gold, variegated in pattern and of close texture.
The raw silk in most estimation with the weaver
is that from the Persian province of Ghilan.

On the hills behind T’hat’hah are the tombs of
many a by-gone generation. The ground for a
distance of four miles is one burial place. Many of
the larger mausoleums, though falling to decay,
are yet noble structures. The architecture cannot
be referred to any of the legitimate orders, but
there is a sombreness and solidity about it that
well becomes the grave. Above the entrance door
to one small neat enclosure, containing different-
sized tombs, apparently those of the several mem-

* See a Report to Government, on the Inundation of the Indus,
published at Bombay in 1837.
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bers of one family, was inscribed in Arabic the
single word Allak (God). Supposing them to
have been struck by “the pestilence that walketh
in darkness, or by the destruction that wasteth at
noon-day,”* what word could better express the
anguish of the lone survivor ?

In the neighbourhood of T’hathah are the ruins
of Kullan Kote and Sami-Nuggur, places to which
the natives ascribe a high antiquity. The latter
is a diminutive earthy mound three miles porth-
north-west of the town, built over with hovels; its
elevation above the valley, and consequent security
from inundation, having attracted inhabitants to it.
Kullan Kote, or “ the Large Fort,” is four miles
from Thathah, in a south-west direction. It is a
fortified hill three-quarters of a mile in length by
about seven hundred paces broad, and at one time
was evidently surrounded by water, though the lake
is now confined to its north and north-west angles.
The outer wall in many parts is standing, but there
are no vestiges within from which to conjecture
what its internal arrangements may have been.
The face of the hill overhanging the lake has a
disturbed appearance. The rock is split into deep
chasms, and huge blocks of conglomerate lie scat-
tered below. A spot so suited to the Hindé ascetic
has not escaped the wandering fakir :1 their habi-
tations are, however, modern.}

* Pealm xci. 6. + An esstern mendicant.

1 In Kullan Kote a quantity of wheat or barley was discovered
c?2
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From the advantageous site of Thathah for
commercial purposes, it is probable that a mart has
existed in its neighbourhood from the earliest times.
But as the apex of the Delta is not a fixed point
the site of this city must have varied as the river
changed. As a place of traffic it would naturally
be situate close to the stream, and exposed to its
ravages; nor is it likely that the buildings of the
ancient city were more substantial than those of the
modern T’hat’hah, which, standing in the valley of
the same wayward river, is still liable to similar
calamities. Hence we have a series of names, De-
wul, T"hat’hah, Brahminabad, Nuggur—T hat’hah,
and Sami-Nuggur, by which this commercial mart
was known to successive dynasties, or perhaps be-
' stowed on occasions when the river’s encroachments
rendered a change of site necessary. Deterred from
the erection of any permanent stronghold in the
plain, the inhabitants would naturally look to the
neighbouring hills for refuge. The commanding
situation of Kullan Kote afforded them this, and its
name (the large fort) seems to imply its having
been a place of refuge in times of danger. The
love of building, restrained by natural causes in the
valley, found full scope for its indulgence on the

in a state of charcoal. The incorruptibility of this combination
of carbon is well known, and looking at the locality where the
grain was found, it may have lain there for centuries, if not since
the days of the Macedonian. We may perhaps infer from this
discovery that Kullan Kote has been destroyed by fire.
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Mukali ridge behind the town. Here, neither la-
bour nor expense has been spared, but only for the
absurd purpose of giving the dead better accommo-
dation than the living.

Leaving T'hat’hah on the 10th of January, we
looked in at Ratti, a little village on the opposite
shore; where, in the opinion of one of its fair
inhabitants at least, I had been an unwelcome
visitor the preceding year. The circumstances were
these :—the steamer had moored just below the
village, when, at about seven o’clock in the evening,
we were startled by a loud continuous noise, like
the rush of falling water or the rolling of distant
thunder. The up-heaving of the river and quick
heavy roll of the vessel told us that part of the
bank had given way. Before the water could re-
gain its level another and another mass fell into
the stream. We landed and surveyed the scene.
Since sunset a great alteration had taken place in
the bank of the river. One house had been In-
gulphed, and its inmates were now busy removing
to a place of safety what had been saved from the
wreck. Large fires were blazing on the verge of
the bank, by help of which, the people were endea-
vouring. to find where the next mass would part.
Those whose houses stood nearest the stream were
employed conveying their goods and chattels fur-
ther back, aware that though the river's caprice
might grant a respite for a day or two more, yet
its ravages would only be the more destructive when
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they were renewed ; for when the current inclines
to a new channel, the opposing bank must continue
to be undermined until a shoal is formed, sufficient
to give a new direction to the stream. The night
was still and dark, save the dull sonorous sound of
the plunging mass booming across the turbid
waters, on which the beacon fires shed a leaden
glare. The people are so accustomed to these visita-
tions, that no screams were heard, nor was there
a look of terror on any countenance: but one of
the sufferers, the crabbed old lady to whom I have
alluded, was uncharitable enough to attribute this
disaster to the presence of the firingis (Europeans).

When the waters of the Indus are low, the noise
caused by the tumbling in of its banks occurs so
frequently as to become a characteristic of this river.
During the silence of night the ear is assailed by
what at fist might be mistaken for the continued
discharge of artillery ; two, three, and even four
reports are often heard within the minute, and even
thirteen have been counted in that short space of
time. In the angles of the reaches the occurrence
is most frequent; but its effects being then mostly
confined to worthless sand-banks, are attended with
little detriment to the inhabitants.

On the 14th of the month we were abreast of
Hilaya, a village on the west bank of the stream,
where hearing of a lake not far distant, we went to
it. On the road we passed a small venerable look-
ing square enclosure of plain freestone, which our
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guide informed us was the tomb of Jam Tamatchi,
the father of Indus fishermen. It had its legend,
which a Sindian gave us, pointing to an individual
whom, we were informed, was lineally descended
from the Jam. Tradition is always worthy of a
hearing ; but if the Celtic bards of our own land
are liable to the charge of having contributed to
corrupt the sources of history, the fables current in
Sind may be charged with the heavier offence of
having directed its stream.

The method of fishing in Kinjor lake, though
practised elsewhere in Sind, was new to me. Be-
low that part of the water to be fished a line of
nets supported on stakes runs right across the lake.
At intervals along this barrier line short circular
nets opening inwards are attached, like so many
outworks of a fortification. These project consider-
ably above the water, and are formed of double
stakes, one perpendicular and level with the surface,
the other long and slanting backwards. Between
these hangs a bag-net, into which the fish falls when
it tries to escape by leaping. The figure represents
the position of the stakes :

When the nets are placed, a fleet of small boats
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assemble in the direction A at the head of the lake,
and dispersing ‘over its surface bear down on the
barrier net. As the object of the fishermen is to
frighten their prey, tom-toms,* tambourins, tri-
angles, cooking-pots, and shields, are pressed into
use for the occasion, and most discordant are the
sounds that ensue. The fish driven before their
pursuers, make for the opposite end of the lake at
B, and encountering the principal net, are, in their
endeavours to double it, piloted into a bastion.
Here, their exit opposed on every side, and the noise
increasing, they try to leap over what they cannot
pass through; but however high they jump, it is
only to drop into the trap prepared for them.

We halted next day near a village called Sonda.
Hitherto the appearance of the country bordering
the river had been monotonous and dreary. Here
we had an agreeable change. From the head of
the Hilay4 reach, on looking south, we could, for
twelve miles, trace a noble stream full half a mile
wide, and throughout the whole of that distance,
as straight as an arrow in its course The west bank
for some distance to the south is lined by a low range
of sand-stone hills, between which and the river lies
a belt of fine babool t trees. The opposite bank,
though for a shorter distance, is clad with similar
mimosa, and from among their dark foliage on
both sides of the river little white turreted towers

* An Indian drum. t+ Mimoea Arabica.
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occasionally show themselves to the river voyager.
The barometer gave 136 feet for the height of the
ridge, in climbing which we roused, from under a
prickly pear bush, a savage-looking hyena.

At this spot the Indus takes a sharp turn, and
in the bend is a projecting rocky ledge, under cover
of which, on its south side, alligators love to sun
themselves. They are the guryial or long snouted
variety, and are harmless, at least I never heard of
their being otherwise. It is strange that at Karéchi,
a place so close to the Indus, fakirs should possess
the other species, none of which are met with in
the river. Among the outlying hills that skirt
the Hala mountains, about nine miles from that
town is a hot spring, the temperature of which,
where it wells from the earth, is 136° of Farenheit.
The stream irrigates a small valley and supplies
some swamps with water, in which the fakirs keep
numbers of tame alligators. The pond where we
saw the congregated herd at feeding time was
about eighty yards long and perhaps half as many
wide. It was shallow and studded with small grass-
covered islets, the narrow channels between which
would only admit of a single alligator passing
through at a time. Two goats were slaughtered
for that morning’s repast, during which operation a
dozen scaly monsters rose out of their slimy bed,
crawled up the back of the tank, and eyed with
evident satisfaction the feast preparing for them.
All being ready, a little urchin, not nine years old,
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stepped without our circle, and calling ow, ow,
(come, come) the whole tribe was in motion, and as
soon as the amphibious animals had gained terra
JSirma, the meat was distributed. Each anxious to
secure a piece at his neighbour’s expense, the scene
that ensued was ludicrous enough, and not a little
disgusting. A hind-quarter of a goat gave rise to
a general engagement. One by one the combatants
drew off till the prize remained in the grasp of two
huge monsters. Their noses all but touching, each
did his best to drag the bloody morsel from the
jaws of his adversary; and a long struggle ensued,
in which by turning and tossing, twisting and
writhing, they strove for the mastery. It was a
drawn battle, for the leg was torn asunder, and each
retained his mouthful, when, with heads erect, they
sought the water, showing as they crawled along
considerable tact in avoiding their less successful
neighbours. ‘

I should have mentioned before, that for escort
duty the mission was provided with a small detach-
ment of Arabs from the Rajcote residency. These
men had not yet all joined, and at T’hat’hah twelve
Beluches of the Jokiyah tribe were hired to accom-
pany us through Sind. They entered our service
with the greatest readiness, and proved by their
subsequent conduct that they fully merited the
confidence reposed in them.

Late events have unfortunately but too well es-
tablished the insatiable appetite of the Beluche race
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for rapine. But let us not forget the wide distinc-
tion between the guilt of plundering an invading
army’s commissariat, and that of robbing the mer-
chant or traveller. Both of these classes may with
some confidence appeal to the honour of the trib.s,
and except being mulct in heavy duties bave rarely
suffered any loss, even among those natives who were
the most active in harassing our troops. There is
much to be said for these misguided people. Where
clanship prevails, the chief and not his men is respon-
sible for the actions of the tribe. The Khan of Kelat
has since paid the penalty of his folly ; yet, though
disloyal to Shah Shuja, he gave his life to the cause
he had espoused,—and who will venture to malign
the motives of the man who set such a seal to his
principles? During the late campaign across the
Indus, it has been customary for some of the Indian
journals to brand both Beluche and Afghan as
cowards, The first are doubtless a vaunting race,
but the storming of Kelat proved them good men
and true. At Ghizni, though taken at a disadven-
tage, the resistance our troops encountered from an
unprepared garrison shows of what the Afghans
are composed. It is harsh to use such hard words
against any nation, especially when we recollect
there are pages in the early history of our own
country, during the struggles between the English
and Scotch for example, when the troops that fought
bravely one day, acted like very cowards the next.
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A disorderly rabble, though composed of men indi-
vidually brave, can offer no effectual resistance to
disciplined battalions; but were the same men
brigaded, officered and hedged about with cannon,
they would soon become formidable soldiers. We
have proved this in India, and Russia has done the
same both with the Persian and the Turk. Far be
it from me to palliate the many cruel murders of
defenceless camp followers of which these men, both
Afghan and Beluche, have been guilty. Yet man
in his semi-barbarous state is so little given to re-
flection, and so much the child of impulse, that in
judging of his actions where our own interests
" are at stake, we are apt to be swayed by prejudice
and passion where reason only should decide. But
to return to the Jokiyahs.

A question had arisen as to whether these moun-
taineers or the Arabs were the better marksmen,
and it was agreed that an hour’s practice should
decide. A bottle was placed on a sand-bank, about
seventy yards off, to hit which entitled the winner
to a canister of gunpowder. Round followed
round, and still the bottle stood unhurt; at length
the Jumti’s mirbar* detected that the line of fire was
direct on Mecca; and this discovery while it opened
the eyes of both parties to the cause of their former
failures, had the additional effect of restoring their

* Mirbar, captain. Jumil, state-barge.
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lost good humour. The bottle was shifted, and
confidently this time did the marksmen kneel and
take aim ; but it was to no better purpose, not one
of them could hit the mark, the alteration made
having neither steadied the hand nor improved the
visual organs of either party.

A southerly gale springing up, our sails were soon
opened before it, and by sunset of the 18th the fleet
reached Haiderab&4d. The preceding day had
been passed at anchor, the heavy sand drift render-
ing it next to impossible for the crews either to
track or sail the boats. Jerk was the only place of
size which we passed, and in order to obtain some
compass bearings I had occasion to visit it. The
town is about midway between T’hat’hah and Hai-
derdbad, close to the river, on the summit of a
table-hill belonging to the sand-stone ridge where
the alligators bask. Its houses have stone wind-
sails fronting the prevailing wind, by which means
a stream of pure air is made to circulate through
the several apartments when, out of doors, scarce a
breath of wind seems stirring. This method of
ventilation is very general in Sind, and none but
those who have passed the greater portion of the
twenty-four hours in a feverish state of existence,
with the thermometer at 100° of Fahrenheit can
duly appreciate its use. .

In a turner’s shop in Jerk we saw a well-finished
article turned off the lathe. It was only a drinking
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bowl, but the delicacy of touch with which the
colours were laid on far exceeded my ideas of Sin-
dian skill. Many of these people have naturally a
turn for mechanics; witness the beautiful gun-
barrels made all over the country, the much-ad-
mired products of the T°hat’hah loom, and a very
handsome description of orange-shaped box, manu-
factured at Haiderbad ; which last, when it finds its
way into the British provinces, is placed upon the
same side-table with the rarities of China and Ja-
pan. Timber being scarce in Sind, much ingenuity
is often displayed in the patch-work of their boats,
and individuals are to be met with who have suc-
cessfully imitated the construction of musical boxes
and other ingenious contrivances, and articles of
fancy work.

The mission remained a fortnight at Haiderb4d ;
but as many descriptions of this court and capital
are already before the public, I need not dwell upon
the subject.

Before quitting the city we visited the tombs in
its neighbourhood, and well were we repaid for the
trouble. The hill on which the town stands is a
mile and a half in length and seven hundred yards
broad. Its direction is about north-by-east and
south-by-west, whilst its height may be eighty feet.
On the north end of this plateau are the tombs,
and at its opposite extreme is the fort and town.
The tombs of the deceased members of the reigning
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family are grouped a little apart from those of the
preceding dynasty. Of the Talpurs, that of the
reigning family Mir Kurm Ali is the only fine
structure. Display characterised this chief in life,
and a love of pomp seems to have gone down with
him to the grave. It is a quadrangular building
with a turret rising from each corner, and a hand-
some central dome. But the mausoleum of Gholam
Shabh, of the Kalora dynasty displaced by the Tal-
purs, is far superior to all the others. Its figure
resembles that of Kurm Ali’s, but without the corner
turrets. The purest parian marble lines the inside of
the building, which is highly ornamented with
mosaic work and decorated with sentences from the
Koran. The tombs of the Kalorés are neglected,
but those of the reigning family are kept in tole-
rable repair.

The chief, Amir Nur Mohamed Khén, was evi-
dently solicitous that his reception of the mission,
and the sentiments he professed to entertain for the
British government, should make a proper impres-
gion. Whilst guests at his capital we had been
honourably entertained, and -now that we were to
resume our journey northwards, we were invited by
him to accompany himself and his brother, Mir
Nasir Khén, in a visit they were about to make to
some Shikérgihs (game preserves) at Lakkat, about
forty miles north of Haideréabad, and which lay in
our line of march.
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The attachment of the Sind Amirs to field sports
is well known. To gratify this passion, large tracts
of land on the banks of the river are set apart for
game-preserves, and kept in a state of nature. For
so doing the Amirs have been censured, though I
am inclined to think with too great severity. Were
the population of Sind double its present number,
there is ample land for their support without in-
fringing on the ruler’s prerogative. The exclusive
privileges enjoyed by their Highnesses is not pecu-
liar to Sind, but one that has prevailed in most
countries in a similar state of society. The history
of our own land more especially offers numerous
examples of oppressive forest-laws. Hume tells us,
that a king of England possessed sixty-eight forests,
thirteen chases, and seven hundred and eighty-one
parks. Further, that transgressors in these were,
in Richard the First’s reign, punished by mutilation
and the loss of sight. No Sind Amir ever thus
sported with the life of the subject.

Around Lakkat the country is covered with jan-
gal,* among which are the game-preserves. On
reaching the village, the Amirs presented each of us
with a suit of Lincoln green, after receiving which
we were warned to be ready on the morrow. By
sunrise next day we were on the hunting ground.
The Shikarghhs are laid out in the form of triangles,

* A close wild tract of country, covered either with tall grass or
trees. .
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and so connected that the game, on escaping from
one enclosure takes refuge in another. Thus:—

N,\r\

Entering No. 1, we took our station in a rustic booth
at its apex, and patiently waited the game’s approach.
The shikirgah was a thick forest of young trees
with plenty of underwood and tolerable herbage.
In front of us was an open space of about ten yards
square, and, for double this distance beyond, the
forest was indented by narrow pathways radiating
from the booth. A pack of dogs had been let in
at the opposite end of the enclosure, and we had not
sat long before we heard the noise of their approach.
The jackal early took alarm; but seeming con-
scious it had only the dogs to fear, the cunning ani-
mal trotted leisurely across the cleared space into
the next shikargah. Mir Nur Mohamed sat with
a couple of guns before him, watching with a pain-
ful earnestness the jangal in front. At length in
one of the lanes, a boar, a grizzly-looking patriarch,
was detected showing his tushes. The Amir nodded
and gave a gun to Captain Burnes; and had our
gallant commander broken a bottle a hundred yards
off, his skill as a marksman could not have been
D
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more highly complimented than for slaughtering
this huge boar at arm’s length. A few minutes more
elapsed, when the underwood was seen to shake,
and presently a deer broke cover. He came dash-
ing down the green lanes at a gallant pace, but ere
he could clear the break he was despatched by a
ball from Nur Mohamed’s rifle. It was an excellent
shot. We beat up two preserves, but all the game
they yielded was a couple of deer* and eight
hogs.

We next attended their Highnesses on a hawk-
ing excursion ; but the banks of the Indus were not
here sufficiently open for this old English pastime.
The Amirs nevertheless expatiated on the pleasure
this sport afforded them, and enumerated the variety
of birds in their possession, all which, they added,
come from Afghanistan. Food was procured for the
smaller of these falcons by a kind of archery that I
never saw practised elsewhere. There is nothing
particular about either the bow or the arrow, but
in using the weapons the archer darted the arrow
8o as to strike the object with its side instead of its
head. The larks, which he was shooting, were
picked up stunned by the shock, but alive. Par-
tridges are shot in the same manner.

At Lakkat I left my companions and returned to
Haiderébad, from which place my examination of
the Indus commenced, the section of the river south

* The kotapacha, or hog-deer.
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of the capital having been accomplished the pre-
ceding year. From this time I only met the
mission occasionally when it halted at the large
marts on the Indus, for the purpose of procuring
information on their trade and commerce.

D2
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CHAPTER II.

Halla—Manufacture of earthenware—Chunniah—Ruins of Kho-
ddbdd—Altars of Alexander—Otters—Black partridge—Castle
at Sihwan—River and crops— Absence of trees—Pulla-fish—
Fisheries—Dur-myani—Wulli Mohamed Laghari—Arrival of
Dr. Lord—Arore—Mulala—Importunity of Fakirs— Anecdote
—B’hkur, Rorf, Sukur—Sand storm—Battle of Sukur—A

Mohamedan’s beard.

SeparaTED from head-quarters, and by the nature
of my employment restricted to the river, our in-
tercourse with the Sindis was now mostly confined
to river-lying tribes. The country indeed holds out
no temptation to stray inland, and but few of its
towns repay the visitant for the trouble he is at in
getting to them. Halla and Khodabad we had been
informed were exceptions; and on the 21st of Feb-
ruary, being abreast of these places, I paid them
a visit.

Halla is divided into the old and new town. The
last division is much the larger of the two, and is
the most considerable place between Haiderabad
and Sihwan. Like the last-mentioned town, it
derives no small degree of importance from the
shrine of a Mohamedan saint, that of Pir Mukdum
Nu. The land around is highly impregnated with
salt, and what little cultivation I noticed is confined
to an old bed of the Indus, close to the smaller
Halla. The bazér is partially roofed, but however
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effectual the covering may be as a defence against
the sun, it does not keep out rain, for when we were
here the ground beneath it was a perfect puddle.
The bustle of its bazar showed that the place was
thriving ; and if agriculture does not flourish, the
mechanical arts apparently do. Halla has been
long noted for its excellent earthenware and Sindian
caps. The latter, being national, are worn by all
classes, rich and poor, privileged and oppressed.*
The prosperity of the cap-maker is evinced by nu-
merous symbols of his craft in the shape of stout
round-headed posts, which, standing out in the
streets, fronting the shop-door, are more like kerb-
stones than sign-posts.

The manufacture of earthenware is confined to
the new town. Here are two establishments, one
employing six furnaces and the other two. The
clay is taken from the bed of the Indus, and the
wheel upon which it is worked is evidently the
potter’s wheel of Scripture. The patterns are vari-
ous, and such as are intended to contain rose-water,
or slabs for the decoration of tombs, are tastefully
executed, the latter especially being remarkable for
warmth of tone and brilliancy of colour. The
metallic oxides used are those of iron, copper, and
lead.t In the composition of the finer articles,
ground flints form a principal ingredient.

* The turban is worn by Hindis; but those in government
employ wear this cap.
t+ Moordar Sung, the common letharge or protoxide of lead.
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An earthy soap-like substance that the natives
term “chunniak” is obtained from lakes not far
from Halla. Chunniah is largely eaten by the
women of Sind.

The ruins of Khodabad are situated a little to the
north-west of Halla, and cover two square miles of
ground. It was a favourite residence of the Talpurs,
and here many of their chiefs have been interred.
Under one dome, and side by side, lie the founder of
the dynasty, Futi Ali Khén, and his brother Mir
Gholam Ali; while in an adjoining mausoleum are
deposited the remains of Byram, Bejur, and Sobdar,
chiefs of the same house, who suffered severely from
the tyranny and vindictive spirit of the latter Kal6ras.
The mausoleum of Futi Ali is small yet neat, built
entirely of red freestone, the only marble used be-
ing for the prayer-slab that fronts his grave. The
other tombs are of a still simpler construction. The
three chiefs lie on the same platform, and their
graves are protected from the elements by a light
canopy supported on pillars.

The tombs just mentioned are the only buildings
in Khodabad which are in even tolerable preserva-
tion; of the dwelling-houses not ome is entire.
Little more than thirty years have elapsed since this
city rivalled Haiderabdd in size and population.
How perishable then must be the architecture of Sind !
and, in a region such as this, how apt will the anti-
quary be to invest, in the ardour of his search,
mounds of yesterday’s formation with the sanctity of
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ages! In a mud basin undergoing continual change,
such as the valley of the Indus south of the moun-
tains, it is almost vain to look, after the lapse of so
many centuries, for indications of the Grecian gene-
ral’s march. The Panjab rivers are similarly cir-
cumstanced ; it is therefore no matter for surprise
that the altars erected by Alexander on the banks
of the Hyphases have not been discovered. I do
not think the account given by his historians favours
the idea of their having been erected in the Alpine
regions of the Panjab. Alexander was evidently
crossing the plains when the mutiny occurred that
necessitated his return. In such a time of ferment
the most easterly limit of his line of march would
in all probability be the site of his altars, and the
chances therefore are that they have long since
been swept away by the changing streams of the
Beas or the Sutledj.

On the evening of the 22nd of February, as the
crew werk securing our boat to the bank, they dis-
covered a family of otters, which by their angry
cries seemed to consider us intruders. Anxious to
obtain one, an attack was forthwith planned, but
though no precautions were omitted it was only
partially successful. Two were made prisoners,
and as many more escaped. The latter refused,
however, to quit the neighbourhood, and throughout

" the night serenaded us with piercing shrieks, which
were redoubled whenever the captives replied to
thelr call. The two we had taken were full grown, but
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evidently the young of those which had escaped. The
habitation of these interesting little animals had two
entrances, which met before they reached their inner
circular burrow, and were elevated four feet above the
river, which in this month was at its lowest level. Two
days after these otters had been taken I was awoke
in the middle of the night by a noise proceeding
from the fore-part of the vessel, and on inquiring
the cause was told we were boarded by otters from
the shore. When I got on deck the assailants were
swimming alongside, giving utterance to a sharp
peevish whine, whilst those on board, after vainly
struggling to get free of the bag that held them,
grew calm, but still continued a low piteous moan.
Whether the visitors were the parents of our cap-
tives, or strangers attracted to the boat by their
calls, is matter of doubt. In either case the circum-
stance is remarkable, for since the 22nd we had
moved ten miles onward, and crossed from the left
to the right bank of the Indus.

When in the delta, the matins of the lark told
us when day bad dawned ; but here the song of this
early warbler is often interrupted by the partridge’s
call. In addition to the common grey partridge,
* Sind possesses another species of striking beauty.
The head, breast, and belly of this bird are of a
jetty black. A red ring encircles the neck. The
back of the head is speckled white and black, while
a large white spot is dotted under each eye. The
wing-feathers are spotted yellow on a black ground.
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Those of the tail are short and downy, marked by
delicate white and black bars towards their extremes.
This is a heavier and altogether a nobler looking
bird than the other. From the predominance of
dark feathers in its plumage, it is usually called
the black partridge.

On Friday the 3d of March we passed Sihwan,
famous in Sind for the shrine of Lal Shah-baz,
and equally notorious for its beggars and courtesans.
The castle is an object of interest to Europeans,
from the bare possibility of its being one of those
beleaguered by the Macedonians. Burnes speaks of it
thus: “ By far the most singular building at Seh-
wun, and perhaps on the Indus, is the ruined castle
overlooking the town, which in all probability is as
old as the age of the Greeks. It consists of a
mound of earth sixty feet high, and surrounded
from the very ground by a brick wall. The shape
of the castle is oval, about 1200 feet long by 750 in
diameter. The interior presents a heap of ruins,
strewed with broken pieces of pottery and brick.
The gateway is on the town side, and has been
arched: a section through it proves the whole
mound to be artificial.” It is mournful to contrast
Sihwan as we now see it with that city’s once flou-
rishing condition. The Ayen Akbari tells us that
Sewistan, of which it was the capital, had forty thou-
sand vessels upon the Indus; and, after making a
due allowance for the bold assertions of Eastern
authors, we learn from such a statement that it must
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once have been the centre of commerce and wealth.
It is a singular coincidence, that the tonnage now
upon this river is very nearly equal to what it was
in the time of the Greeks. Two thousand vessels of
all sorts, from the galley to the tender, are said to
have composed the fleet of Alexander, and of these
eight hundred are called by his historians vessels of
war and transports. During the late military opera-
tions in these quarters, the vessels that would come
under the latter designation were found to amount to
about seven hundred, and if we include the small
craft of the fishermen (the tenders of the Greek fleet)
we might easily reach the larger number.

The method of building boats on the Indus is
illustrative of another circumstance in Alexander’s
memorable expedition—that of transporting his ves-
sels by land from the Indus to the Jalum (Hydaspes).
In this country the sides and bottom of a boat are
completed apart, and then brought together to form
the vessel. The labour of carrying the largest boat
may thus be much lightened, and is an operation of
common occurrence in the present day on the banks
of the Indus. The Macedonians had been in the
habit of doing the same thing at the Isthmus of
Corinth, and it thus becomes a question whether
boat-building, as practised there, countenances the
idea of Sindian naval architecture having had its
origin in Greece.

Proceeding onwards, the bed of the river widened,
and its immediate banks, when low, were either
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covered with pulse * or oil-plants. These cropa re-
quire no tending, and whether destroyed by the
inundation or swept away by the stream, the farm-
er's loss is light. But valuable produce—such as
sugar, indigo, cotton, and grain—requires greater
circumspection ; and fields of these are seldom seen
exposed to such dangers, except when the way-
wardness of the river, by eating away the bank, has
set at nought the most cautious calculations of the
husbandman. When this unfortunately happens,
as it often does, the bank for some distance above
the fields may be observed fenced with tamarisk-
branches, which has sometimes the effect of preserv-
ing it from further waste; should, however, the
body of the stream have set in on the farmer’s land,
he must nerve his mind to witness the labour of a
whole season lost in a single day.

These constantly recurring changes in the course
of the Indus confuse the rights of property on its
banks. We are told that geometry owes its origin
to the inundations of the Nile destroying the land-
marks in its valley. But the Sindians prefer su-
perstition to science, and have resort to the follow-
ing primitive mode of settling their differences:—
Mir Nur Mohamed Khén we shall suppose to pos-
sess the east bank of the Indus, and his brother
Mir Nasir Khén the west. On the inundation sub-
siding a new island rises in the stream, to which
both parties lay claim. A boat is ordered, and a

* Phascolus, or moong ; and the Phascolus aconilifolius, or mut.
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confidential servant on the part of each Amir, step-
ping on board, takes with him half a dozen empty
earthen jars. The boat is now placed half a mile
up-stream, beyond the island, from which position
in mid-channel the twelve pots are committed to
the guidance of the current. On whatever side the
smaller number of these messengers pass by the
island, the new-formed land is thereby decided to
belong of right to the proprietors on that bank of
the river.

This portion of Sind is populous and well culti-
vated. Numerous villages are seen from the river,
and all of them embosomed in trees. Though the
country produces no timber available for ship or
house building, every village has its clump of ever-
green, reared less for ornament than shade. Near
Mitan{ are a few gigantic peepul-trees,* which, stand-
ing singly in the fields, have a very agreeable effect.
In a country like Sind, where there are no hedges,
plantations, copses, or enclosures of any sort, to break
the monotony of its level surface, it is good taste
to encourage planting. The Fakirs, who take a
pleasure in-gardening, are the great horticulturists
of the country. I have known one of them to
freight a boat at B’hkur to transport plants to
Haiderabad, a distance of near two hundred and fifty
miles. These people swarm in Sind, and are the
pests of society, for their drain on the working man
far more than counterbalances what little good they

* Figus religiosa,
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do; but the Fakir here mentioned deserved well of
the community, at least in this instance.

The season for taking the pulla-fish had now
commenced, and the animated appearance presented
by the river's bank was indeed an agreeable
change. Until lately the stream rolled silently
onwards, whilst here and there the scattered huts
of a few miserable fishermen, a boat occasionally
dropping down with the current, or perhaps a herd
of cattle swimming the river, were the only indi-
cations that the country was peopled. But at this
time the Mianis, or villages, that remain unoccupied
during one half of the year, become suddenly
thronged by a busy and cheerful population. Here
may be seen a crowd dragging to land a net of more
than ordinary dimensions ; while, clustered by the
water's edge, stand expectant the children, the aged,
and the infirm, all equally eager to learn its contents,
and to shout their Shahkbask should the * haul”
exceed their expectation. Passing on, we observe
the surface of the river to be dotted with little dark
specks, which, on a nearer approach, are discovered
to be fishermen supported by earthen jars, or upon
dry reeds. Those mounted on the former frail but
buoyant bark float much at their ease; not so the
poor fellows who ride upon the latter. By degrees
the reeds become sodden, and the fisherman’s head
is then just above water ; but to counterbalance this
inconvenience, his bark costs him no care, and at
the commencement of every trip he launches forth
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upon a new one. The pulla-fish enters the Indus
about the beginning of March, and quits it early in
September: that is, they frequent it during the
whole time the river is rising or full. In the latter
end of May they are caught in the greatest quantity;
thedrag-netlanding sometimesa hundred and fifty ata
haul. As we ascend the river the fish is less plentiful.
I have met with the pulla as high as Mittun Kote ;
but there are no established fisheries north of B’hkur.
The river is portioned out into sections, where
the right of fishing is strictly confined to their re-
spective Mianis. The inhabitants of these villages
are registered, and, besides giving every third fish
to government, a tax in money is levied on the
village. The amount was fixed by the Kalérés,
and according as the communities have since their
time prospered or declined, so is this assessment
felt to be light or oppressive; the present govern-
ment not having as yet made allowance for their
altered numbers. The produce of the Mianis is
sold by the fishermen on the spot to those who
purchase this right of government: for in Sind the
revenue is farmed to the highest bidder. The
money obtained from these fisheries is part of the
Dur-myani,* or general revenue of Sind.

* The territories of Haiderdb4d are divided amongst four chiefs,
who in all internal concerns are quite independent of one another.
In their intercourse with foreign states it is necessary for the well-
being of all that some one of the four should represent the others ;
but this is a mere conventional arrangement between the chiefs,
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I had heard so much of Wulli Mohamed
Laghari, whose memory is deservedly held dear
by all classes in Sind, that when abreast of Léark-
hénah 1 could not refrain from visiting the place
of which he had been so long the governor. It is
a rambling-built town, situated in a date-grove,
on the banks of a fine canal. The necessaries of
life are here exceedingly cheap, and water plentiful,
whilst the luxuriant foliage of the mangoe-tree
affords a cooling resort in warm weather to the
inhabitants, who have thus reason for being attached
to the spot, and have a Sind proverb—

“ Hoard abroad, but squander in Lérkhdnah.”
It is really cheering to hear of such a character in
Sindian annals as that ascribed to the Nawab.
Peasant and noble alike applaud his virtues, and
the rulers of the land did not refuse to profit by his
counsel and advice. Many anecdotes of this chief
are told by those who knew him, illustrative of his
ready wit, his love of justice, and his deep know-
ledge of mankind. The following story shows his
talents as a keen-sighted politician :--When Mohamed
Azim Khan held power in Kabul, he despatched

unsanctioned by their followers. Certain portions of the country
and taxes are, however, by universal consent, allotted for the pub-
lic expenditure ; and this revenue is called Dur-myant, or  between
them.” The uses to which it is applied are the entertainment and
despatch of missions, and the expenses incurred by keeping up
their disciplined battalions. The rank and file in 1838 numbered
forty men. This is, of course, without reference to their really
numerous Beluche followers.
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Mudut Khian with 20,000 horsemen to recover the
arrears of tribute due by Sind. The Sirdar en-
camped near Shikarpir, and sent forward an officer
to demand the money. It was refused, and the
Court of Haiderdbad thought of nothing but repel-
ling the Afghans by force of arms. Before pro-
ceeding to this last appeal, the Amirs sent to Lark-
hinah for Wulli Mohamed Khén; and he, on
being asked his opinion, counselled peace. On this
he was saluted by the chiefs in durbar, by the op-
probrious name of Wulli Ram, or the Hindd. No-
thing daunted, the Nawab looked round, and in-
quired of the Amirs how high they estimated the
life-blood of a Talpur? ¢ Beyond price,” was the
reply. “ Well then,” said the sagacious Wulli Mo-
hamed, “ victory is in the hands of God; but should
you try the fate of battle, whether vanquished or
victorious, many of your relations, now present, will
be missed at next durbar.” This reasoning pro-
duced the desired effect; and Wulli Mohamed was
forthwith deputed by their Highnesses to compromise
matters with the Afghan Sirdar. TheNawab spoke
in a different strain to Mudut Khéan: “Are your peo-
ple mad,” said the wily chief, “to enter a coun-
try as enemies where there are seventy thousand
Beluches, Sahib-i- Shumshir (excellent swordsmen),
in arms to receive you. Try the issue if you will;
but first listen to the advice of one partial to your
countrymen. You are aware that the strength
of Kabul is gone, and that the Vuzir has his hands
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fully occupied in keeping the tribes in check. You
are in a country without a single friend; and if
defeated, which it is certain you will be, you cannot
expect to see Kabul again. To save your honour,
I shall endeavour to persuade the Amirs to give
you as road expenses (nalbundi) two lacs of
rupees. Mud’ut Khén acceeded to the arrange-
ment, received a lac upon the spot, and bills on
Kabul for the remainder.

On the 24th we reached Rori, where, learning
that Captain Burnes was expected on the morrow
from Khyrpir, on his way to Shikarpar, we awaited
his arrival. Next day he came in, bringing with
him an agreeable addition to our party in the
person of Dr. Lord, who had been appointed to the
medical charge of the mission when it was first
organized ; but being at a distance from the Presi-
dency when we left it for the Indus, he had only
now been enabled to join us.

The ruins of Arore lie S. 26° E., three miles and a
half from Rori. They occupy a rocky ledge,
overlooking what appears to be a deserted arm of
the Indus. From the existence of a substantial
causeway connecting Arore with the Rori side,
it would seem that this bed, up to a very late
date, was submerged by the waters of the inunda-
tion. The soil is of superior quality; and when
I visited the spot it was covered, south of the cause-
way, with crops remarkable for their healthy
and luxuriant appearance. The causeway is 480

E
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yards long, fifteen feet wide in the centre, and ten
toward the ends. It has a central arch of fifteen
feet span, besides five other small ones. The height
of the former is ten feet. Arore is also known
to the Sindis by the names of Kumun and Jatri.
While here, I heard of the ruins of a place called
Mulala, on the east bank of the river, ﬁfty miles
to the north of Rori.

Returning from Arore, we encountered a
party of eighty-three Fakirs on march for the
shrine of Bhawul Huk at Multan. A heavy club
graced the shoulder of each, and from it dangled
behind a small lota or drinking-cup. They were
a sturdy set, with little of the devotee in their looks.
As they passed us I involuntarily gave them the
road, while my thoughts reverted to an Irish gang
on march to Donnybrook fair. The provoking
importunity of these people is past belief. Some-
times they will surround your tent, and, what with
their horns and stentorian lungs, almost drive you
to desperation. While thus noisy and troublesome,
their behaviour is often so truly ludicrous, that,
though well inclined to be angry, you are con-
strained to laugh. The Amirs suffer equally with
their subjects. I remember once to have seen a
Fakir make a most determined set on the charity
of Mir Nur Mohamed Khan. The fellow would
take no refusal; and on the Mir’s sharply observing
that “beggars on horseback could scarcely be in
want,” briskly replied, “ that all he required was
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money to buy a saddle.” His impudence did not
avail him. :

At Rori a low bleak ridge, of limestone and flint
formation, crosses the bed of the Indus. On the
east bank the rock, crowned by the town of Rorf,
rises abruptly from the river, and is washed by a
current of four miles an hour at one season of the
year, and of nearly double that velocity at another.
On the west bank, where the town of Sukur stands,
the ridge is depressed, and is swept by a narrower and
more tranquil stream. In the mid-channelare several
islets; the tile-stained turrets on one near the east
shore giving it more the appearapce of a Chinese
pagoda than a Muselman’s tomb. Two of these
islands are famous in Sindian story: B’hkur for
its strength, and Kbadjd Khizr for sanctity. The
banks of the river for some distance below B’hkur
are fringed with the date-palm ; and its appearance,
always pleasing, is here heightened by the character
of the neighbouring country. On the west bank
stand the ruins of Sukur, with its tall minar tower-
ing gracefully above the dark date-groves. Red
flinty hillocks form the background on both banks;
while between them rolls a broad stream, adding
beauty to the whole.

The Indus, throughout the whole of its navigable
course, i8 occasionally swept by terrific blasts,
which, while they last, prostrate everything before
them. Fortunately, they give timely warning of
their approach, and long before the gathering storm

E2
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bursts, the careful tracker has moored his boat in
security. At this place, on a subsequent occasion,
I witnessed one of those short-lived sand-gales,
which in strength and in sublimity of appearance
I have never, either before or since, seen equalled.
We were then on the Sukur side of the river. On
looking across the water about four o’clock in the
afternoon, gloomy clouds were seen coming along,
their heavy masses evidently pregnant with the
elements of a storm. Momentarily they deepened
their dark hue, and as the waving masses moved
and rose above the date-trees on the opposite shore,
the grove almost appeared to be on fire, the boiling
cauldron of clouds above representing smoke, while
the lighter shades of the dense mass looked like
flame. - The grove was soon veiled in darkness, and
an ominous silence hung over the Sukur bank,
while the storm in giant strength stalked over the
naked surface of the river, as yet unagitated by the
smallest ripple. Presently the gust struck the bank
where we stood with the blast of a hurricane, and
for two minutes blew with a force which it was
impossible to face. Cowering with others behind
the pillars of a dilapidated house, though sheltered
from the fury of the storm, we had yet ample em-
ployment to prevent suffocation from the torrents of
sand it carried with it.

Sukur is the place where Shah Shujah, now King
of Kabul, defeated the Sindian army in 1834. The
expedition which the Shah then undertook for the
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recovery of his throne was, though thus far fortu-
nate, eventually unsuccessful; and his Majesty,
after a variety of hardships and adventures, again
returned to his asylum in Lodiana. The slaughter
at the battle of Sukur is said to have been consider-
able, and a still greater number of men are believed
to have perished in the Indus than by the sword of
the Shah’s adventurers. One Sindian chief, highin
rank and very corpulent, had taken the precaution
of anchoring a boat in the stream, as a means of
retreat- in case of defeat. Exhausted and breathing
hard, he gained the boat, but no exertion of her
crew could lift him on board. Time pressed, and
life is precious. Absorbed with this one thought,
he forgot both his dignity and the respect due to a
Moslem’s beard, and called out to his people, «“ Rish
bagir!” (seize the beard)—an expression by which,
as a sobriquet, he is still known in Sind.
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CHAPTER IIL

Shikdrptir— A fair— Shoes— Sind{ ignorance—Bad roads—
Wheeled vehicles—Predatory tribes—Unsettled country—Re-
marks — Tiger-prints — Buffaloes — Swimming the Indus —
Horned cattle — Herdsmen — Plundered village — Journey to
Ahmedptir—Bullock-hackeries — Nawab’s Palace—Guards—
Followers—Warlike appearance—Interview with Bahawul Khan
—Bhawulpir—A French adventurer—Uch—A drunken Af-
ghan—Arrival at Mittun Kote—Indus—Accounts of the river by
ancient and modern authors.

SuikARPUR did not equal my expectations. I knew
of its extensive connexions in Central Asia, and had
concluded that a place possessing so widely rami-
fied an agency, and the residence of so many. rich
bankers, would, in proportion to its commercial im-
portance, have surpassed in appearance the less
favoured towns of Sind. But the only point in
which it seemed to be superior was in the large
and comfortable dwelling-houses of its wealthy
Hindd merchants. The bazar is large, wider
than usual, and, like that of most eastern towns,
roofed over; but the covering was in a sad dilapi-
dated state, while the shops were either ill supplied
with goods, or their owners shunned display ; it was
however well frequented, and from its crowded
thoroughfares I should conclude Shikérpar a popu-
lous place.

While here, a M4la or fair was held in the dry
bed of the Sind canal, to the banks of which I
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hurried, with a companion, to witness the festival.
This rejoicing is held in honour of the periodical
rise of the Indus, the blessings of which they par-
take of by means of this canal. Our way led
through the principal bazar, but, except by a few
elderly shopkeepers whom the love of gain still kept
at their posts, it was deserted. Outside the city-
gates numerous vehicles had taken their stand,
which, for a mere trifle, were at the service of foot-
passengers. They were in constant request, and
many a happy group did we pass, comprised of all
ages, sexes, and conditions. We had come out for
amusement, but the annoying pressure of a dense
crowd speedily made us sensible we were to pay for
this pleasure. At length we got into the bed of the
canal, and, having rode clear of the crowd, dis-
mounted and secured our camels to the bushes on
its banks. On foot we were soon lost among the
multitude, with many of whom we had much
friendly converse, and being in the native garb we
enjoyed the scene without being ourselves objects
of remark. Walking down the right bank of the
canal, our attention was first drawn to a large pepul-
+tree, from beneath the spreading foliage of which
issued the sounds of music and the song. This was
a Hindd Nautch, and the singers were men. The
audience were ranged in rows, encircling and press-
ing close upon, but never jostling, the performers.
The females present outnumbered the men, but
during the time we remained there was no unbe-
coming levity in the one sex, nor any quarrelling
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or drunkenness in the other. The rate of remune-
ration to the performers was left to the liberality of
the audience, and here the cold prudence of the sect
was as remarkable, though not so commendable, as
their quiet and orderly demeanour.

Neither copper nor silver money were to be seen
in the fair. Refreshments were paid for in cowrie-
shells, of which there are ninety-six to a pice, the
smallest copper coin in circulation.

Leaving the Nautch, we walked up to a party of
four demure-looking men, who, in the society of
their wives, were quietly enjoying a game at
Chopper Kalla.* They civilly invited us to a seat
on their mats. The game is played like chess, but,
instead of sixty-four squares, the Shikarpur board
has ninety-six. Cowries were used as dice, and
cone-shaped pieces of ivory for chessmen. We
inquired of several such parties what the stakes
were, but received for answer that they never played
for money.

Observing a number of people entering a large
building, we did the same, but, save some pretty
faces and a hideous-looking member of the Hinda
Pantheon, nothing was to be seen. It was the resi-
dence of a holy man, who, on such an occasion as
the present, would not fail to make the most of his
credulous visitors.

As the evening drew on the crowd began to dis-
perse, and from our station on the elevated banks of

* Indian Chess.
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the canal we could see the ladies at parting shake
hands with as much cordiality as is customary
among Europeans. Many went down into the
canal and bent their foreheads to its bottom, blessing
the water-course for former gifts, and then for their
anticipated continuance ; others put a handful of its
gand to their lips, then, scattering it in the air, made
one or two circular motions with the body, and de-
parted homewards. When men are seen on their
knees muttering a manter, or spell, before a paint-be-
smeared idol in the gloomy recess of some dark and
moist cell, it is natural for those blessed with a
clearer light to regard with horror this profanation of
the commandmept, and to stigmatise those who so
act as a nation of idolaters. But when we see indi-
viduals, in the gratitude of their hearts, prostrating
themselves by the banks of a noble river, the agent
and immediate cause of the soil’s fertility, we are
inclined to judge less harshly.

I had often before remarked that a native of
Sind never travels without shoes or sandals on his
feet; and to-day this was amply verified. In this
respect he seems to think, with an Englishman, that,
if the head and feet be well protected, other parts of
dress are of minor importance.

Zyndul Abdin Shah, eldest son of Mir Ismael Shah,
the Haiderabad Vuzir, was at this time governor
of Shik&rpir. As one instance of Sindi ignorance,
out of many which could be enumerated, I may
mention that the governor’s brother asked us whe-
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ther the Duryah or ocean had a periodical rise like
the Indus, and if the water of the Ganges was salt
or fresh.

On the 8th of April 1left the party and returned
to the river by a road that threatened us with many
a fall before we got to the end of it. So rugged
and rutty are the roads in Sind which lead from
place to place, and more especially in the neighbour-
hood of towns, that exercise taken upon them, either
mounted or on foot, approaches more to pain than
pleasure. Communication between districts is kept
up by roads on the edge of the desert, which, though
somewhat similar, can be travelled over in wheeled
carriages, and are less inconvenient than those in
the alluvial valley. Carts are but sparingly used in
Sind, though it is to be hoped they will ere long be
more common ; for although there will always be
extensive tracts accessible only to the bullock and
horse, still wheeled vehicles might be advantageously
employed in all the drier and more elevated districts
of the valley. The easiest way of journeying is upon
the camel, though not at the snail’s pace at which
a caravan travels. The long-trot of a Sani, or run-
ning-camel, is quite another thing.

From B’hkur to Mittun Kote the western bank of
the Indus is in the possession of lawless tribes, which
occasionally make stealthy visits to those of more
gettled habits on the opposite side of the river.
Their object is plunder only; but, though expert
thieves, blood is sometimes shed. This insecurity
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of property was indicated at Larkhanah by the new
arrangement which is there first perceptible in the
villages, the houses being either surrounded by a
common wall, or a strong mud fort stands in the
middle of the town, into which the inhabitants retire
when danger threatens them. In Lower Sind, which
is comparatively a quiet and well-ordered country,
no such arrangement is observable in its villages.
The predatory tribes are the Burdi and Muzari,
both nominally subject to Khyrpir, though Mir
Rustum Khén, ruler of that country, takes no effect-
ive measures to put down so disgraceful a system of
pillage. While the blood of his subjects is made
to flow, and their property despoiled, Bhyram Khén,
the Muzari leader, is rewarded with lands, and at
the time we passed up the river was an honoured
guest at the court of Khyrptir. The truth is, the
territories of this state are split into so many inde-
pendent principalities that no member of the family,
even though possessing the power, feels himself au-
thorized in employing it against these banditti. Were
he to do 8o, he would be sure of making enemies,
while, even though successful in putting down the
robbers, he would gain no friends. The Amirs and
their Sirdars are of the same Beluche origin as the
guilty tribes, and this is another reason why the
Khyrptr chief regards the misdeeds of these men
with so lenient an eye, and is so little disposed to test
the fidelity of his own followers in a struggle where
the ties of kindred and similarity of disposition
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unite, if not to sap allegiance, at least to render all
offensive operations lukewarm and ineffectual.
These observations on the weakness of the Khyr-
pir state are equally applicable to Haiderabad.
Nothing but a strict adherence to the Chinese sys-
tem of avoiding political relations with foreigners
could have preserved peace in a country like Sind,
so pregnant with the elements of discord. In pur-
suing this line of policy she has been favoured by
her situation ; for, with a dreary desert to the east,
a high mountain-chain to the west, non-intercourse
with the Panjab states, and the river Indus closed,
her position was virtually insular. It was her object
to maintain it so. Neighbouring nations were ill
informed of the real resources of Sind, and, as usual
where uncertainty prevails, ignorance is prone to
magnify everything, while the Amirs took special care
that the received opinion of their military prowess
should not lack the support of a haughty, and in
some instances an insolent, bearing. But this un-
satisfactory state of affairs could not last long. It
was unjust to India that a river designed for the
good of many should be engrossed by a few, who
turned its advantages to no good account. The
British government therefore wisely determined on
throwing open the navigation of the Indus. Once
in treaty with an European power, it required no
prophet to foretel that the crafty policy which had
hitherto been the security of Sind could no longer
avail it; for where power is portioned out, as in
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this country, among a number of independent chiefs,
it is impossible but that difference of opinion will
occur. Mir Mohamed Khan, who is now ostensi-
bly the ruling Amir, is as a monarch virtually
powerless; and should he be held responsible for
the acts of his co-regal partners, misunderstandings
will happen, distrust be engendered, and quarrels
must ensue. Were our relations with Sind similar
to those we have established with the protected
Sik states, there would be le8s distrust on the part
of its Amirs, and more confidence on ours.

Wherever we landed between B’hkur and Mittun
Kote the print of tigers’ feet was met with, and,
what is singular, they were not once remarked be-
low the former place. This was, perhaps, partly
owing to the nature of the country, which here is
poorly cultivated, while the banks of the river are
fringed to a varying depth with a thick cover of
reedy grass and tamerisk jangal.

Buffaloes in this portion of the river were like-
wise more numerous than lower down: they had
completely seamed the jangal with their tracks.
When green food fails them they crop the upper
end of the reed or feathered grass, and large dis-
tricts were observed which had thus suffered. Num-
bers of these huge tame brutes lay at the entrance
to almost every creek, enjoying the luxury of mud
and water, with only, perhaps, the tip of the nose
or the curved end of a horn visible above the sur-
face. In wild solitary tracks, where the tiger may
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be supposed occasionally to prowl, the tingle of a
buffalo’s bell is a sound at all times grateful to the
traveller’s ear.

The wealth of many families in Sind consists in
their herds of horned cattle; and of their produce,
hides and ghi, Karichi exports a considerable quan-

“tity. The former are collected by a class of people

called Memans, of the Mohamedan cast, who tra-
verse the country solely for this purpose. The
latter is bought up by Hindd merchants, and is,
under the name of Karichi ghf, much esteemed in.
India. The buffalo, the animal which furnishes
the principal supply, is milked in the evening, and
only once in the twenty-four hours. Although a
large portion of the Sindian population lead a pas-
toral life, the country is essentially agricultural. No-
where have I seen a greater scarcity of the natural
grasses than in Sind, considering how the Indus
bisects and fertilizes the soil. It is a diverting sight
to witness a herd of buffaloes swim the river; all
is noise and confusion, and considerable tact is
necessary on the part of those who command the
movement. A herdsman bestrides a bundle of dry
grass, seizes a sturdy animal by the tail, and on
this singular carriage takes the lead. The other
buffaloes follow, while laggards, and any that may
be vagrantly inclined, are driven up to the main
body by the cudgelling of men in the rear. The
herdsmen are armed with long light lances, for
the defence of themselves and their charge.
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On the 19th we passed the village of Allah
Chatchur-ke-gote, the property of Nihal Khan, a
Beluche of the tribe of Murry. It had been attacked
and plundered by Muzaris, from the opposite or
western bank, three days before our arrival. A
villager lost his life, and two were wounded.

On reaching Mittun Kote on the 29th I found
a letter from Captain Burnes, directing me to
join him at Ahmedpar, in the country of Bhawul
Kbhén. Istarted the same day, and slept that night
at Khéan-baila, a considerable town on the south
bank of the Sutledj, eighteen miles from Mittun
Kote. The intermediate country had a rich soil,
and its surface was often, as far as the eye could
range, one continuous corn-field. It was harvest-
time; and crops of wheat and barley stood ready
for the sickle, dressed in the rich livery of the
season. Numerous labourers were in the field,
all of whom spoke favourably of Bhawul Khéan,
or rather the Kkan, as his subjects familiarly style
him. The taxes are paid chiefly in kind,